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The  Medical  Officer  Abo  stated  that 
ited  his  annual  report  aa  fol 
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nt  Pariah ■  2.918  acres:  population  (l 
sus  1891),  3,517  (estimated  to  middle  of  1! 
at  4,442) ;  geology,  lower  lias,  consisting  of  al¬ 
ternating  oeds  of  limestone,  clays,  and  marlss 
occupation,  principally  shoemaking,  tenning, 
agricultural,  limestone  quarries,  in  district; 
birth-rate,  96  births  registered  (M  males  and 
47  females),  giving  a  birth-rate  of  218  per  1,^ 
living;  death-rate,  48  deaths  registered  (20 
males  and  28  females),  giving  a  death-mte  of 
10.8  per  1,000  living;  zymotic  rate,  no  deaths 
registered  from  zymotic  disease;  infant  mor¬ 
tality.  iier  1,000  births,  103.09,  ten  deaths  un¬ 
der  one  year  being  registered.  The  figures  for 
the  year  1899  were;  Birth-rate,  26.7;  death- 
rate,  16.5;  zymotic  rate,  0.2;  infant  mortelity 
per  1,000  per  annum,  129.3.  CausM  of  death 
during  1900,  apoplexy,  4;  accidents,  1; 
Ibroncfiitis,  4;  broncho  pneumonia,  4; 
cancer,  malignant  disease,  3;  h^rt 
^sease,  4;  premature  birth,  3;  phti^ 

isis,  7;  ‘other  tubercular  diseases,  3;  all 
other  causes,  16.  Water  Supply — Daring  the' 

.  latter  part  of  the  summer  months  the  supply* 
of  water  in  parts  of  the  district  again  ran 
very  short,  and  was  a  cause  of  considerable 
anxiety,  many  houses  were  entirely  depen¬ 
dent  on  other  more  fortunate  than  themselves 
for  water.  Under  the  direction  of  the  sur¬ 
veyor  water  was  again  carted  round  the  dis¬ 
trict,  but  the  supply  from  Peck  Mill  source 
was  much  lower  tnan  the  previous  year.  The 
Polly  Hole  supply  was  again  largely  drawn 
upon  from  all  parts  of  the  district,  and  here 
too,  the  quantity  was  sensibly  diminished.. 
Most  of  the  standpipes  down  the  High-street’ 
entirely  gave  out.  The  supply  of  water  from 
the  wells— in  many  instances  shallow  wells-s 
for  a  considerable  p^ulation  is  at  least  an 
unsatisfactory  one.  The  probability  of  con¬ 
tamination  from  the  washing  in  of  organiO 
matter,  etc.,  after  heavy  rain  and  the  leak¬ 
age  of  faulty  drain  pipes  is  to  be  reckoned) , 

^  with,  and  in  time  of  drought  the  danger  of  an^ 
epidemic  of  disease  is  always  present.  So  far 
we  have  been  fortunate,  but  1  am  of  opinion 
'  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  district  to  be  pro- 1 
j  pared  with  at  any  rate  a  supplementary  sup-j 
ply  of  pure  water.  This  question  during  thej 
year  has  been  before  the  (Council,  and  has  re-J 
ceived  its  serious  attention,  and  I  understand] 
it  has  been  decided  to  adopt  a  water  scheme: 
which  I  trust  will  soon  assume  a  definite) 
form,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  tend  to  the' 
promotion  of  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
intuibitants  of  the  district.  I  have  examined 
several  samples  of  water,  three  of  which  were 
,  unfit  for  urinking  purposes.  Sewage  and 
Drainage — The  sewers  are  periodically  flushed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor.  The  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  sewage  by  means  of  irrigation 
continues  satisfactorily.  Application  had 
been  made  to  and  granted  by  the  Local  Go¬ 
vernment  Board  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
sewage  farm  by  the  purchase  of  some  13  acres 
of  land  adjoining.  Scavenging— rThe  removal 
of  the  ash  and  refuse  heaps  as  .directed  by  the.^ 
surveyor,  and  under  his  supervision  the  roads’ 
are  watered  when  necessary,  and  regularly 
scraped  and  swept  by  a  staff  of  men.  Preva¬ 
lence  of  Disease — Influenza  and  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  passages  prevailed  exten¬ 
sively  during  the  months  of  January, 
ary,  March,  and  April.  Cases  of  mumps  alsb" 
occurred  during  this  period,  and  in  Marchi 
:  and  April  German  measles  and  chicken-pox 
were  present.  A  case  of  erysipjelas  was  cer¬ 
tified  in  April,  and  a  second  in  December. 
From  May  to  December  22  eases  of  scarlet 
fever  were  notified,  11  of  which  were  re-, 
moved  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  treat¬ 
ment,  The  removal  of  these  cases  doubtless 
prevented  a  further  spread  of  the  disease. 
In  July  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  notified—,' 
being  probably  an  imported  one — no  sani-. 
tary  defects  of  the  premises  being  detected. 
In  September  and  October  a  few  cases  of 
measles  occurred,  and  in  November  and  De¬ 
cember  diseases  of  the  chest  and  respiratory 
passages  were  again  prevalent,  some  few 
cases  of  influenza  also  occurred.  Seven 
deaths  from  pulmonary  phthisis  and  three, 
from  other  tubercular  diseases  were  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  year.  It  is  gratifying  to  re¬ 
port.  however  a  lower  death-rate  than  that' 
of  the  preceding  year,  48  deaths  being  re¬ 
gistered  against  72  for  1899.  No  deaths 
have  been  registered  from  zymotic  disease,  \ 
and  only  two  from  premature  birth.  The  in-i 
.  fant  mortality  is  lower,  10  deaths  under  one 
year  being  registered  as  against  15  for  1899. 
Notification  Act — In  force,  25,  cases  notified 
(erysipelas,  2;  scarlet  fever,  2c ;  typhoid 
jfever  1).  Isolation  Hospital — .Toint  for  Glas- 
itonbury  and  Street,  nurse  combining  the  du¬ 
ties  with  that  of  caretaker  in  charge.  The 
I  arrMgement  continues  to  work  satisfac- 
!  tonily.  _  The  duties  have  been  somewhat 
j  heavy  since  May,  11  eases  of  scarlet  fever 
having  been  admitted.  Provision  is  made 
for  a  f®^  patients.  A  large  ward  has  yet  to 
•  be  furnished.  Disinfection  Means — Fumiga- 
:  tion  by  sulphur-dioxide.  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
and  Milkshops — Visited  and  inspected  peri- 
i  odically.  Slaughter-Houses  and  Bakehouses 
j  — Visited  and  inspected  and  limenvashed 

Seriodically.  House  of  the  Working  Classes 
[ouse  to  house  inspection  made  by  the  sur- 
^veyor.  Burial  Ground— .Application  haa' 

'  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
for  permission  to  borrow  for  the  purpose  of 
!  purchasing  land  and  laying  out  as  a  cemo«  I 
tery  under  the  Burials’  ,\.ct  which  came  into  I 
force  Januarv)  1891.”  „  J 
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